Effect of bromocriptine treatment on the aldosterone response to angiotensin II and adrenocorticotropin in idiopathic hyperaldosteronism.
Bromocriptine can prevent an increase in plasma aldosterone during the infusion of angiotensin II in normal subjects and during upright posture in some patients with idiopathic hyperaldosteronism. To determine if bromocriptine prevents the increase in plasma aldosterone concentration during angiotensin II infusion in idiopathic hyperaldosteronism, we infused angiotensin II in five patients with idiopathic hyperaldosteronism, before and after treatment with bromocriptine (2.5 mg, three times daily for 5 days), and measured the resulting plasma aldosterone and angiotensin II concentrations. We also determined the adrenal response to ACTH infusion before and after bromocriptine treatment in four of these patients. Bromocriptine treatment did not significantly change the plasma concentrations of aldosterone before or during the infusions of angiotensin II and ACTH. It did significantly decrease mean blood pressure and increase the plasma corticosteroid concentrations in the preinfusion periods, but it did not alter the response of blood pressure to angiotensin II or of plasma corticosteroid concentrations to the ACTH infusions.